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Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-28 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 01/14/2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed 
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/203,461 is acknowledged. 
However, applicant has incorrectly claimed CIP statue claiming, 
benefit from Provisional Patent Application. The continuation- 
in-part . application must claim the benefit of the prior 
nonprovisional application under 35 U. S.C. 120 or 365(c) . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. This application repeats a substantial portion of prior 

* 

Application No. 09/635,737, filed 08/09/2000, and adds and 
claims additional disclosure not presented in the prior 
application. Since this application names an inventor or 
inventors named in the prior application, it may constitute a 
continuation-in-part of the prior application. Should applicant 
desire to obtain the benefit of the filing date of the prior 
application, attention is directed to 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 
CFR 1.78. 
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Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because Figures 1-12 contain 
informal text, and figures 1 and 4 are presented on the same 
sheet (see MPEP 608.02). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures 
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to 
show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing 
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d) . If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of 'any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

• (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an " 
application for patent by another filed in the United states before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

4. Claims 1-9, 11-24, and 26-28 are rejected under 35 
U.S..C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dejaeger, U.S. Patent No. 
6,296,185 Bl (PTO-892 Reference A). 

5. As per claim 1, Dejaeger teaches a method of tracking a 
plurality of financial transactions between a user receiver and 
at least one content provider coupled to the user receiver by a 
network, wherein the tracking is performed by a third party 
separate from the user receiver and separate from the at least 
one content provider, the method comprising the steps of: 

a. storing preliminary information for each of the 
plurality of financial transactions in a third party 
controlled data base (see column 34 lines 44-58); 

b. obtaining supplemental information for each of the 
plurality of financial transactions in said third party 
controlled data base, wherein said obtaining step is 
performed by the third party (column 34 lines 44-58) ; 
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c. storing said supplemental information for each of the 
plurality of financial transactions in said third party 
controlled data base (column 34 lines 44-58) ; 

d. displaying summary information for each of the 
plurality of financial transactions upon receipt of a 
display request from the user receiver, wherein said 
summary information is comprised of at least a portion of 
said stored preliminary information (column 16 lines 48-56) 
examiner interprets the users operation of the checkout 
system as a request; 

e. permitting selection of one or more of the financial 
transactions by the user receiver for finalization (column 
10 lines 62-67). ; 

f . finalizing said selected one or more financial 
transactions (column 11 lines 14-25); and 

g. providing transaction finalization information to each 
of the at least one content providers affected by said 
selected one or more financial transactions (column 27 
lines 25-32) . 

6. As per claim 2, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the step of displaying at 
least one advertisement simultaneously with said summary 
information (column 5 9 lines 47-65) . 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,172 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3692 

7. As per claim 3, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 2. Dejaeger further teaches said at least one 
advertisement includes linking information to a specific content 
provider (column 59 lines 47-65) . 

8. As per claim 4, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches said summary information is 
comprised of purchase tracking information (column 16 lines 48- 
56) . 

9. As per claim 5, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches said summary information is 
comprised of purchase status information (column 16 lines 48- 
56) . 

10. As per claim 6, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the steps of : determining 
display capabilities for the user receiver; and matching a 
format corresponding to said displayed summary information to 
said determined display capabilities (column 16 lines 48-56; the 
interactive customer interface terminal includes a display 
monitor which is provided to display retail, information to the 
customer during operation of the checkout system. For example/ 
transaction information such as item price, item description, 
total amount of the transaction, instructions, etcetera is. 
displayed to the customer via the display monitor during 
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operation of the checkout system in either its assisted mode of 
operation or its self-service mode of operation) examiner notes 
that a determination of display capabilities and matching format 
compatibilities is necessary in order to display such 
information. 

11. As per claim 7, De jaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches said finalizing step is 
further comprised of the step of displaying at least one 
checkout display screen (column 16 lines 48-56) . 

12. As per claim 8, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 7. Dejaeger further teaches the step of displaying at 
least one advertisement simultaneously with said at least one 
checkout display screen (column 59 lines 47-65) . 

13. As per claim 9, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 8. Dejaeger further teaches said at least one 
advertisement includes linking information to a specific content 
provider (column 5 9 lines 47-65) . 

14. As per claim 11, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 6 . Dejaeger further teaches said displayed summary 
information utilizes only a portion of said determined display 
capabilities of the user receiver (See Figure 21) . 

15. As per claim 12, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the steps of: permitting 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,172 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3 6 92 

selection of one or more of the financial transactions by the 
user receiver for additional information inquiry; obtaining said 
additional information for said selected financial transactions 
from said third party controlled data base; and displaying said 
additional information for said selected financial transactions 
(column 34 lines 44-58) . 

16. As per claim 13, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the steps of: permitting 
selection of one or more of the financial transactions by the 
user receiver for additional information inquiry; obtaining said 
additional information for said selected financial transactions 
from the at least one content provider affected by said selected 
one or more financial transactions; and displaying said 
additional information for said selected financial transactions 
(column 34 lines 44-58) . 

17. As per claim 14, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the step of finalizing said 
selected one or more financial transactions is performed by a 
network operator (column 34 lines 40-54) . 

18. As per claim 15, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. Dejaeger further teaches the step of charging each of 
the at least one content providers affected by said selected one 
or more financial transactions (column 26 lines 47-66) . 
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19. As per claim 16, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 15. Dejaeger further teaches said charging step is 
performed by an operator of said network (column 2 6 lines 47- 
66) . 

20. As per claim 17, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 15. Dejaeger further teaches said fee is based on a total 
number of finalized financial transactions (column 26 lines 47- 
66) . 

21. As per claim 18, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 15. Dejaeger further teaches said fee to a specific 
content provider of said at least one content providers is based 
on a total number of finalized financial transactions occurring 
between said user receiver and said specific content provider 
(column 26 lines 47-66) . . 

22. As per claim 19, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 15. Dejaeger further teaches said fee is based on a cost 
associated with said finalized financial transactions (column 26 
lines 47-66) . 

23. As per claim 20, Dejaeger teaches a network-based system 
for supporting a financial transaction, the system comprising: 

a. a network (column 33 lines 40-58); 

b. a content provider coupled to said network, wherein 
said content provider supplies enhanced content programming 
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relating to said financial transaction (column 33 lines 40- 
58) ; 

c. a receiver coupled to said network, said receiver 
capable of receiving said enhanced content programming and 
interacting with said content provider via said network 
(column 33 lines 40-58) ; 

d. third party means for intercepting data relating to 
the financial transaction flowing between said content 
provider and said receiver via said network (column 34 
lines 39-58) ; 

e. third party means for directly obtaining supplemental 
information from said content provider relating to the 
financial transaction (column 34 lines 39-58) ; 

f . a database coupled to said network and said third 
party means for storing at least a portion of said 
intercepted data and said supplemental information (column 
34 lines 39-58) ; 

g. third party means for selecting a portion of said 
stored data and information to be displayed (column 34 
lines 39-58) ; 

h. a display coupled to said receiver for displaying said 
selected portion of said stored data and information 
(column 16 lines 48-56) ; 
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i. third party means for finalizing the financial 
transaction with said receiver (column 11 lines 14-25); and 
j . third party means for providing financial transaction 
finalization information to said content provider (column 
27 lines 25-32) . 

24. As per claim 21, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches said third party intercepting 
means detects triggers contained within said enhanced content 
programming (column 5 9 lines 47-65) . 

25. As per claim 22, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches said receiver is selected 
from the group consisting of set-top boxes, telephones, PDAs, 
and computers (column 17 lines 50-66) . 

26. As per claim 23, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches said network is selected from 
the group consisting of cable, fiber optics, telephone lines, 
terrestrial broadcast systems, and satellite broadcast systems 
(column 33 lines 40-54) . 

27. As per claim 24, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches means for determining a set 
of display capabilities for said receiver; and third party means 
for formatting said selected portion of said stored data and 
information to correspond to said set of display capabilities 
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(column 16 lines 4 8-56; the interactive customer interface 
terminal includes a display monitor which is provided to display 
retail information to the customer during operation of the 
checkout system. For example, transaction information such as 
item price, item description, total amount of the transaction, 
instructions, etcetera is displayed to the customer via the 
display monitor during operation of the checkout system in 
either its assisted mode of operation or its self-service mode 
of operation) examiner notes that a determination of display 
capabilities and matching format compatibilities is necessary in 
order to display such information. 

28. As per claim 26, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches said displayed selected 
portion of said stored data and information utilizes only a 
portion of a screen corresponding to said display (see Figure 
21) . 

29. As per claim 27, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. Dejaeger further teaches said third party intercepting 
means, said third party means for directly obtaining 
supplemental information, said third party selecting means, said 
third party finalizing means, and said third party means for 
providing financial transaction finalization information is a 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,172 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3692 

third party controller coupled to said content provider and to 
said receiver via said network (column 33 lines 40-54) . 
30. As per claim 28, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
ciaim 20. Dejaeger further teaches third party means for 
displaying at least one advertisement on said display, said at 
least one advertisement displayed simultaneously with said 
selected portion of said stored data and information (see Figure 
21) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

31. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically- 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subjects matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

32. Claims 10 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dejaeger, U.S. Patent No. 6,296,185 Bl 
(PTO-8 92 Reference A) in view of Fields, U.S. Patent No. 
4,400,724 (PTO-892 Reference B) . 

33. As per claim 10, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 1. However Dejaeger does not teach said displayed summary 
information is displayed as a semi-transparent screen overlay. 
The Examiner notes, displaying information in this fashion does 
not modify the operation of Dejaeger' s invention. To modify 
Dejaeger' s display to include a semi-transparent screen overlay 
would have been obvious to the skilled artisan because the 
inclusion of such view would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice in light of the method already discloses by 
Dejaeger (see Fields, column 11 lines 2-7) . Such a modification 
would not have otherwise affected Dejaeger and would have merely 
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represented one of numerous views that the skilled artisan would 
have found obvious for the purposes of displaying multiple 
messages, already disclosed by Dejaeger. Additionally, 
applicant has not persuasively demonstrated the criticality of 
providing this arrangement versus the arrangement discloses in 
Dejaeger. See In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 
1950) . 

34. As per claim 25, Dejaeger teaches the above limitations of 
claim 20. However Dejaeger does not teach said displayed 
selected portion of said stored data and information is a semi- 
transparent overlay. The Examiner notes, displaying information 
in this fashion does not modify the operation of Dejaeger' s 
invention. To modify Dejaeger' s display to include a semi- 
transparent screen overlay would have been obvious to the 
skilled artisan because the inclusion of such view would have 
been an obvious matter of design choice in light of the method 
already discloses by Dejaeger (see Fields, column 11 lines 2-7) . 
Such a modification would not have otherwise affected Dejaeger 
and would have merely represented one of numerous views that the 
skilled artisan would have found obvious for the purposes of 
displaying multiple messages, already disclosed by Dejaeger. 
Additionally, applicant has not persuasively demonstrated the 
criticality of providing this arrangement versus the arrangement 
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discloses in Dejaeger. See In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 
70 (CCPA 1950) . 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Chuks 
Onyezia Esq. whose telephone number is 571-270-1372. The 
examiner can normally be reached on first Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 

unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard 'Chi 1 cot can be 

i 

reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPT0 Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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